222                           SALAMMB6.
their herds, and hoisting the baggage upon the asses, so that by the evening of the same day the entire army had decamped.
It was intended by marching and countermarching between the Hot Springs Mountain and Hippo-Zarytus, to close to the. Suffete the approaches to the Tyrian cities, with a possibility of a return to Carthage.
During this period the two other armies endeavoured to reach him in the south, Spendius by the east, Matho by the west, so as to unite the three armies and then surprise and entrap him. A totally unlooked-for reinforcement astonished them, for Narr' Havas reappeared with three hundred camels laden with bitumen, twenty-five elephants, and six thousand horsemen.
In order to weaken the Mercenaries the Suffete had deemed it well to give Narr' Havas enough to do in his own distant kingdom. From the heart of Carthage he had come to an understanding with Masgaba, a Getulian brigand who sought to carve a realm for himself. Supported with Carthaginian silver, the adventurer had stirred the Numidian states to revolt, by the promise of their freedom. But Narr' Havas, warned by the son of his nurse, had surprised Cirta, poisoned the conquerors with the water in the cisterns, had struck off some heads, and reduced everything to order: and he now came more furious than the Barbarians against the Suffefce.
The chiefs of the four armies agreed as to dispositions for the war. As it would be prolonged it was necessary to provide against every contingency.